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Reply to Office Action of Jun. 15, 2007 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-42, 44-53 and 56-57 and 203-204 are currently pending in the 
application. Claims 4, 8, 43 and 54-55 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 11, 
13-21 and 23-36 have been rejoined. Claims 58-202 and 205-213 have been canceled 
without prejudice because they are drawn to a non-elected invention with traverse. 
Applicants respectfully submit that no additional fees are due at this time. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the foregoing amendments to the claims are 
supported in the application as originally filed and that no new matter has been added. In 
view of the following remarks and amendments, applicants respectfully request a timely 
Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 

Claim Objections 

The Office objected to claims 11, 13-21 and 23-36 as being of improper 
dependant form. Claims 11, 13-21 and 23-36 have been amended to correct the 
dependency of the claims. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the objections. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112, First Paragraph 

Claims 18-20, 23, 26 and 30-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first 
paragraph, for failing to comply with the written description requirement. Applicants 
respectfully submit that appropriate amendments have been made to the claims. The 
specification has been amended (new paragraph [0072.2]) to describe the datasets and 
terms disclosed in originally filed claims 18-20, 23, 26 and 30-36. As a result, 
Applicants respectfully submit that no new matter has been added. In addition, 
Applicants respectfully submit that these datasets and terms are well known to those 
skilled in the art as evidenced by printouts of search results on the databases available on 
the website for the National Center for Biotechnology Information (established in 1988) 
attached hereto as Exhibit A: 
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Applicants respectfully submit that claims 18-20, 23, 26 and 30-36 contain subject matter 
which is described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventors, at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. As a result, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
claims comply with the written description requirement required by 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first 
paragraph. Accordingly, Applicants request the withdrawal of the rejections and 
allowance of all pending claims. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

Claims 11, 13-21 and 23-36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which Applicant regards as the invention. Applicants respectfully submit that appropriate 
amendments have been made to the claims. For example, claims 1 1 and 13-21 have been 
amended to be consistent with the claim format used in allowed claim 12. Similarly, 
claims 23-26 have been amended to be consistent with the claim format used in allowed 
claim 22. As previously described, claims 18-20, 23, 26 and 30-36 recite well known 
terms that clearly and distinctly claim the invention in light of the specification and 
common knowledge of those skilled in the art. As a result, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the claims distinctly claim the invention are required by 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
second paragraph. Accordingly, Applicants request the withdrawal of the rejections and 
allowance of all pending claims. 

Allowed Claims 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the allowance of claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-10, 12, 22, 
37-42, 44-53, 56-57 and 203-204. 

Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-10, 12, 22, 37-42, 44-53, 
56-57 and 203-204, as amended, are fully patentable. Applicants respectfully request that 
a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. If the examiner has any questions or 
comments, or if further clarification is required, it is requested that the examiner contact 
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the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Date: August 15, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 



CHALKER FLORES, LLP 

By-: ^ 

Daniel'J. Chalker 
Reg. No. 40,552 
Tel.: (214) 866-0001 
Fax: (214) 866-0010 



2711 LB J Frwy 

Suite 1036 

Dallas, Texas 75234 
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